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Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
The Ohio Episcopal Area The United 
Methodist Church will visit High St 
UMC Wednesday November 12, 1:30-
2:15 PM 

https://www.westohioumc.org/about-bishop 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung currently serves 

as the resident bishop of The Ohio 

Episcopal Area, encompassing both the 

East and West Ohio Conferences. He 

began his assignment in September 

2024. 

Before his appointment to Ohio, Bishop 

Jung led the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference from 2012 until 2024. 

During his tenure, he was a key leader 

in the Imagine No Malaria Campaign, 

which raised over $1 million. Bishop 

Jung personally visited every 

congregation in the conference and 

provided leadership in planting over 30 

new congregations. Under his guidance, 

the conference achieved 49% cross-

racial leadership appointments, 

reflecting his deep commitment to racial 

justice and radical inclusion. 

Prior to Wisconsin, Bishop Jung served 

as bishop of the Northern Illinois 

Conference (Chicago area) for eight 

years. He played a central role in 

launching the Harvest 2020 movement, 

resulting in numerous new faith 

communities. Bishop Jung’s dedication 

to immigration justice and the sanctuary 

movement inspired the creation of 

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), 

providing critical legal services to 

immigrants. 

Bishop Jung is visiting our church in a 

meet and greet time on Wednesday 

November 12th at 1:30. 

Missions News 

Missions are on the move!  Our 5th-
Sunday Klinking funds, collected by the 
children, have been sent to the Casa de 
la Esperanza orphanage in Mexico to 
purchase Christmas gifts for the 
children.  Our hope is that the 
purchased gifts will reflect something 
that the children want, rather than 
something needed.   
 
Thanks to the generosity of our 
congregation, we were able to send a 
check for $500.00. 
 
Turkey ordering time is upon us, and 
Missions is looking for turkey orderers  

https://www.westohioumc.org/about-bishop


Missions News 
and purchasers. The drastic cuts to 
federal funding have impacted the 
supplies for the Central Community 
Soup Kitchen, so Missions is hoping to 
fill that gap with donations of either cash 
or specified food items needed to 
prepare a classic Thanksgiving 
dinner.  Soup kitchen chief cook Kathy 
has provided a list of items that will be 
needed for that November 25 meal, 
including five 15-pound turkeys and 
dressing and potatoes to feed 100.  It's 
an enormous ask in one lump, but 
spread out over the generosity of many, 
I am sure that we will receive the 
resources we need to fix a Thanksgiving 
dinner that can't be beat! 
 
Finally, our final 5th Sunday Klinking of 
the year, November 30, will be directed 
toward the purchase of items for 
hygiene bags modeled on the example 
provided by UMCOR.  Our aim is to fill 
50 bags and to distribute them to every 
attendee at the Soup Kitchen Christmas 
meal.  As always, our goal is directed at 
serving our extended community, 
meeting the unspoken needs of those 
less fortunate by welcoming them into 
our church home and sharing our 
blessings with them.   
 
Who knows where Mission efforts will be 
directed next year?  Our team will wait 
to hear that call to serve, to figure out 
how we can help, and to act in the spirit 
of Christ, giving to and loving our fellow 
travelers on this sometimes rocky road 
of life.  
 
Submitted by Becky Bonerigo 
 
Walk to Emmaus 

The Men’s Emmaus Walk scheduled for 

September 25-28 has been canceled. 

We are planning a Men’s Emmaus Walk 

in the spring of 2026. 

 

The next Women’s Walk will be 

November 13-16, 2025. Applications are 

accepted through October 30. 

 

Our monthly Gatherings continue on the 

2nd Sunday of each month in the 

sanctuary at 7 pm. All are welcome! 

 

Please see Susan Roosen (513-289-

7361) if you are interested in learning 

more about Emmaus! 

Roof Repairs 

 

Roof repairs started the week of 

November 3, 2025! 

This has been a long time coming. 

Starting in August, Darrel Kitchen led a 

small but mighty committee that took on 

the job of securing the right contractor. 

They drafted the request for quotation 

and diligently evaluated proposals from 

two capable local companies. 



Roof Repairs 

We’re excited to announce that Ohio 

and Indiana Roofing submitted the 

winning bid, which has now been 

officially approved by the Leadership 

Team. 

The main scope of work is focused on 

our beloved bell tower. They’ll be doing 

a major overhaul: 

  Prepping the bell tower’s parapet wall 

with a waterproofing product. 

  Installing a brand-new membrane roof 

on the bell tower. 

  Extending that durable membrane up 

the surrounding parapet walls by about 

18 inches for maximum protection. 

 

In addition to the bell tower, our main 

roofs (the terra cotta and shingle 

sections) will receive a crucial two-day 

visit for a full inspection and minor 

repairs. This will give us a much better 

idea of the remaining life expectancy of 

these serviceable roofs. 

The total cost of this critical roofing 

work—$14,800—will be covered by a 

generous gift from the United Methodist 

Women who administer the Graham-

Krueger Fund. What a blessing! 

There’s more good news! The old 

plaster ceiling in the east organ pipe 

room has been successfully removed 

through the hard work of Sam 

Bonerego. Some heavy rains have 

allowed us to confirm the best part: no 

signs of water infiltration! 

This major step means we are finally in 

a position to reinstall the organ pipes 

that were removed for safekeeping 

some time ago. We are currently 

coordinating with a specialized company 

to get this work scheduled. 

Submitted by Bill Brougher, Leadership 

Committee member. 

United Women in Faith 

One of High Street United Methodist 

Church’s success stories is the Graham-

Krueger Scholarship Fund. Since 1994, 115 

scholarships have been awarded in the 

amount of $109,650.00. 

When long-time member Catherine Graham 

left a sizable gift to the church with no 

specific designation for its use, Mary Cole 

suggested that the money be used to start a 

scholarship fund for the church youth since 

Catherine was always interested in young 

people both in her profession and at church.  

In addition, Adelaide Krueger, who had 

always worked with the Christian Education 

Department, heard of the fund and gave 

stocks in the amount of $2000.00. At this 

point, the fund was named the Graham-

Krueger Scholarship Fund. Adelaide 

Krueger continued to give additional stocks 

on a yearly basis.  



United Women in Faith 

Others joined her with stock and cash 

donations while future recipients conducted 

fund raisers to grow the fund. By 2005, the 

Fund’s value was $21,240.00, and 

“...Currently, scholarships are granted using 

the interest from the above monies and 

stocks, funds deposited in the Fund by the 

United Methodist Women [aka United 

Women in Faith (UWF)], plus any memorial 

donations given in honor of/memory of 

church members.” 

On October 20, 2011, the Scholarship 

Committee met with financial advisor Chris 

Rhyal and voted, “...to diversify our existing 

stock so as to grow and ensure our ability to 

grant scholarships in the future.” Chris 

managed the fund which was invested with 

Putnam Investments until his death in 2024. 

Current Chair of the Scholarship 

Committee, Deanna Brougher, then met 

with the committee which recommended 

that the fund, now to be named the 

Graham-Krueger Fund and valued at over 

$61,000.00, be invested with the Springfield 

Foundation. To honor the integrity of the 

fund’s mission there would be a corpus 

restriction of $25,000.00 for scholarships. 

This recommendation was initiated by 

unanimous vote August 16, 2024, and 

finalized by unanimous vote with the 

monies, minus $15,000.00 designated for 

roof repairs, deposited with the Springfield 

Foundation in October 2025. 

Submitted by Cathy Tuckerman 

Leadership Team 

We are replacing part of the roof that 

had a temporary fix for 1 year.  It has 

now been 3 years, so we really need to 

do it.  

A new computer was anonymously 

donated and is up and running. The sign 

in the lower parking lot has been 

replaced. We are hoping to get the 

landscaping done before winter. 

Submitted by Suzanne Binz  

TABS Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study 

Our fellowship and study group which 

meets at 1:30 pm on Tuesday is 

finishing the book “Women of The Bible” 

and will begin a new study soon. All are 

welcome. Contact Bruce Vincent or 

Sharon Crews for more info. 

Klinking November 30th 

 

November 30 will be our last KLINKING 

of 2025. The March, June, and August 

KLINKINIGs raised $500.00 which will 

be used to provide Christmas presents 

for the children at the HOUSE OF 

HOPE Orphanage in Mexico.  

Our November KLINKING will be used 

to help our own Central Community 

Soup Kitchen. Currently, around 100 

meals (including both in-house and to-

go) are served weekly. On November 30 

come prepared with your coins to help 

provide hot, healthy, home-cooked 

meals for the Springfield community.  

Paper money gladly accepted!  

Submitted by Edith Green 



Central Community Soup Kitchen 

Kathy Howard shares that after she 

came to worship at High Street in 2018, 

she started serving in the Soup Kitchen. 

It was located at Central UMC (aka 

Faith UMC) until 2021 when it moved to 

High Street. In January 2021 two new 

stoves were donated. 

Kathy says that donations are 

appreciated (see Missions News about 

the Tuesday November 23 Thanksgiving 

meal). Each week is different. The 

hardest part each week is knowing what 

to serve. Since January 1, 2025, 386 

meals have been served. 

Thanksgiving meals 

2024 119 

2023 139 

2022 90 

Christmas meals 

2024  39 

2023  104 

2022 107 

Steve Harbaugh shares that the Soup 

Kitchen averages between 25-30 people 

attending the dinner and, including the 

meals that they take home, we serve 

approximately 100 meals a night. 

 

Even though we don’t start serving until 

5:30 many people will show up around 

4:30 and come in and just socialize and 

likely just catch up on what they have 

been doing during the week. They are in 

someways like a family sharing what 

they have been doing. 

 

All meals and drinks are served by the 

volunteers to the table where they are 

sitting. We try and make their stay as 

wonderful as possible. 

Submitted by Kathy Howard and Steve 

Harbaugh 

Join in High Street’s 4th Annual 

Christmas Caroling 

On Sunday, December 7th, after our 

church service, we will all meet in the 

Commons for a Soup Lunch. Following 

lunch, we will head out to spread 

Christmas Cheer in various facilities in 

town as we visit and sing our Christmas 

Carols.  

High Streeters have been welcomed 

warmly and with much happiness in past 

years, and the High Street Carolers 

have also enjoyed this, loving the 

beginning of the Christmas Season.  

We hope you all can join us in caroling. 

If you’re willing to prepare and bring a 

crockpot of soup, please call Ellen 

Stickney at 937-631-5727 

E. N. G. L. I. S. H. 

The All-Things ESL (ATE) Ministry’s 

mission is to provide a safe, no-cost 

learning environment, adequate 

resources, and varied learning 

opportunities for non-English speaking 

learners to successfully learn and utilize 

the English language to open doors for 

transition into post-secondary education,  

 



E. N. G. L. I. S. H. 

work force training, employment, or 

promotions and become active, 

contributing members of their local 

community.  

Growing & Learning in Safe Harbors

E. N. G. L. I. S. H. is supported through 

a Go Grant from the West Ohio 

Conference and the larger UMC. 

 

Submitted by Barbara Burton 

Sanctuary Series 

NOVEMBER 9th 3 pm 

 

“Finding Nemo Jr.” is coming to 

Sanctuary Series at High Street UMC on 

November 9! This delightful story will be 

presented with music and puppetry by 

the Springfield Youth Arts Ambassadors 

(YAA), a group of middle and high 

school students who have a big heart for 

the arts. Following a two-night run at the 

John Legend Theater, the YAA will bring 

Nemo to High Street UMC, 230 East 

High Street, at 3:00 PM on Sunday, 

November 9. A meet-the-artist reception 

will follow the performance. All are 

welcome to attend the Sanctuary Series 

at High Street, now in its seventeenth 

year of offering a Sunday afternoon of 

musical entertainment. Admission is 

free, with a good will offering taken to 

offset expenses. Don't miss this 

opportunity to see Finding Nemo Jr. 

DECEMBER 21st at 3 pm 

 

High Street United Methodist Church 

and the Springfield Arts Council will co-

present "It's a Wonderful Life: A Live 

Radio Play" by Joe Landry.  

Directed by George West and based on 

the 1946 Frank Capra holiday classic, 



this live radio play will transport the 

audience to Bedford Falls and witness 

the life of George Bailey. Auditions will 

be November 10th and 11th at 6pm at 

High Street United Methodist Church. All 

are welcome to come out and audition. 

No memorization necessary as this will 

be presented as a "Reader's Theatre" 

production. The one and only 

performance will be Sunday, December 

21st. Admission is free, with a good will 

offering taken to offset expenses. 

Submitted by Frank Paden 

All Saints Day 

 

On All Saints Day (observed Sunday 

November 2nd) we remembered The 

Role of the Victorious: 

Jean Dern (Wayne)  1/31/25 

Brad Hawkins 2/28/25 

Deanna Pimienta 5/25/25 

Larry Cogan  8/19/25 

Living Waters Ministry: Refreshing 

Body and Spirit 

At High Street Church, we believe that 
caring for others means meeting both 
physical and spiritual needs.  

Our Living Waters Ministry provides a 
place of comfort and renewal for those 
in our community who could use a 
helping hand. 

Through this ministry, guests are 
welcome to take a shower and wash a 
load of clothes—at no cost. We also 
provide toiletries, laundry detergent, and 
clean underwear free of charge, 
ensuring that everyone can feel 
refreshed, dignified, and cared for. 

Living Waters is open Tuesday evenings 
after the free meal in our Soup Kitchen 
or Wednesday mornings by 
appointment. 

This ministry is more than a practical 
service—it’s an expression of God’s 
love in action. Clean clothes and a warm 
shower can lift the spirit, restore 
confidence, and remind each person 
that they are seen, valued, and loved. 

Submitted by Rev. Cynthia Atwater 
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